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Local Area Events

JANUARY 
• Lakeland First Friday (Year Round)
• Lakeland Food Truck Rally (Year Round)
• Second Saturday Car Cruise-In - Auburndale
• 3 Kings Day Celebration - Lakeland
• Marting Luther King Jr Celebration - Lakeland
• MLK Jr Clelbrations 7 Parade - Winter Haven
• Swan City Jazz Festival
• Living History @ The Alfalfa River Rendezvous 
- Bartow
• Lakeland Pigfest
• Lakeland Farmers Market (Year Round, No 
August)

FEBRUARY
• Spring Bloom at BOK Tower Gardens - 
Lake Wales
• Annual VISTEBall - Lakeland
• Valentine’s Day Market & Block Party - 
Downtown Lakeland
• Movie on the Promenade - Lakeland
• SMOKE OFF the Water BBQ - Winter Haven
• Ribs on the Ridge - Haines City
• Mardi Gras Celebrations - Lakeland
• Lake Wales Mardi Gras Parade & Festival
• Annual 5K Glow Run - Lake Wales
• Rotary Twilight 5K - Lakeland
• Flippin’ for Charities - Lakelands Pancake 
Festival
• SYFY - Bartow
• Black History Festival - Lakeland
• Lake Wales Art Festival
• Detroit Tigers Spring Training Begins - Lakeland
• L.B. Brown History Heritage Festival - Bartow
• Mustangs & Havin’ Fun Car Show - Lakeland
• Plantopia - Lakeland
• Valentine Night Market - Lakeland
• Spirit of the Buffalo Pow Wow & Native 
American Fundraiser
• Annual Light up the Night 5K- Winter Haven

FEBRUARY (CONTD)
• National Ice Cream for Breakfast Day - 
Winter Haven
• Polar Plunge - Winter Haven
• Annual Taste of Winter Haven
• Annual Classic Car & Truck Show - Winter Haven
• Polk County Youth Fair - Bartow

MARCH
• U- Pick Straberry Season begins - County Wide
• St. Patrick’s Day Street Party & Concert - 
Lakeland
• UNParade - Bartow
• Bloomin’ Arts Festival - Bartow
• Central Florida Art Festival - Winter Haven
• Community Festival - Winter Haven
• Spring Obsession - Lakeland
• Swan City Improv Show - Lakeland
• Tropical Sunday & Car Meet - Haines City
• Annual Bean Soup & Cornbread Luncheon - 
Haines City
• Sunshine Foundations Famity Fun Fair - 
Davenport
• Relay for Life - Winter Haven
• Spring Bazaar - Haines City
• Springtime Smiles Festival - Haines City
• Shamrocks & Shenanigans - Haines City
• Lakeland Punk Rock Flea Market
• Polk County Senior Games - Winter Haven
• CoommunityFest - Winter Haven
• Annual Top Chef - Polk County - Winter Haven
• Champagne & Shamrocks - Winter HAven
• Streamsong Spring Classin - Winter Haven
• Bark in the Park - Winter Haven

APRIL
• Swan Derby - Lakeland
• Judd Jog 5K - Winter Haven
• Lakeland Downtown Farmers Curb Market 
(April-July)
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APRIL (CONTD)
• Winter Haven Farmers Market (April-July)
• Winter Haven Saturday Market (April-June)
• Saturday Night Rodeo - River Ranch 
(April-June)
• SUN N’ FUN Aerospace Expo - Lakeland
• STEMApalooza - Lakeland
• Spring Fling 7 BBQ Festival - Bartow
• World of Reading Festival - Lakeland
• Lakeland Book Crawl
• U Pick Blueberry Season Begins - Area Wide
• Bonnet Spring Parks Caribbean Carnival - 
Lakeland
• Auburndale Business Expo
• Annual Wine & Cheese at the Parks - Haines City
• Spring Festival @ Trinity Cgurch - Haines City
• Business Expo - Haines City
• Davenport Annual Easter Egg Hunt
• Haines City Annual Easter Egg Hunt
• Easter Egg Hunt & Festivities - Lakeland
• Lake Morton Historic Home & Garden Tour - 
Lakeland
• Water Ski & Wake Sports Hall of Fame Event - 
Davenport
• Heritage Day Fesitval - Winter Haven
• Lewis Family Cancer Fund Kick Off Cocktail Party 
- Winter Haven
• Project E.A.G.L.E. - Winter Haven
• Auburndale City Fest

MAY
• Cypress Gardens ater Ski Show - Winter Haven 
( May-June)
• Mayfaire by The Lake Art Festival - Lakeland
• Mayfaire Run & Walk 5K - Lakeland
• Caffiene & Gasoline at Bonnet Sprig Park - 
Lakeland
• Cinco De Mayo Margarita Run - Auburndale
• Bartow Antiques & Collectibles Market
• Tasty Tuesdays in Downtown Lakeland

MAY (CONTD)
• UWCF Annual Celebraton - Lakeland
• Annual Mothers Day Event - Lakeland
• Annual Mothers Day Glam Party - Lakeland
• Cinco De Mayo Celebrations - Polk County Wide
• Watermelon Festival @ Floridas Childrens 
Museum - Lakeland
• Kids Museum Day at the Florida Air Museum - 
Lakeland
• Haines City Wine & Food Tasting
• Memorial Day Ceremony - Haines City
• Sherry’s Breakfast Music Festival & Cancer 
Benefit - Lakeland
• SPCA Florida “Run for Their Lives” 5K - Lakeland
• Blue Devil Days - Winter Haven
• Heart for Winetr Haven Golf Tournament

JUNE
• Polk County History Center Architectural Tour - 
Bartow
• CFSRA Annual Fathers Day Rod Run - Lakeland
• Hot Rods & Hot Dogs - Haines City
• Miss Florida Scholarship Pageant - lakeland
• Polk Pride Festival
• Juneteenth - Lakeland
• Bandit Market Summer Party - Winter Haven
• Streamsong Family Cup - Winter Haven
• DigiMarCon Southeast - Winter Haven

JULY
• Fancy Flea Market - Lakeland
• 4th of July Fireworks - Area Wide
• Annual LAA Fine Arts Exhibition - Lakeland
• Red, White & KABOOM - Lakeland

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER
• Streamsong Black & Blue Tournament - 
Winter Haven
• Annual Pig Roat & Political Mingle - Davenport
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AUGUST - SEPTEMBER (CONTD)
• Fine Art of The Magnolia & Scholarship - 
Lakeland
• Harvest Holler Corn Maze - Lakeland (Sept-Oct)
• Annual Hispanic Festival of Lakeland
• Lakeland Punk Rock Flea Market
• Celebrate Winter Haven
• Ladies Night Downtown - Winter Haven

OCTOBER 
• Annual Warrior Walk - Lakeland
• Polk County Sheriff Office Haunted Jail Tour - 
Bartow
• Wonder House Halloween Tour - Bartow
• Lake Mirror Classic Concourse & Car Show - 
Lakeland
• Full Night Market - Lakeland
• Fall Festival - Lakeland
• Streamsongs Fall Classic - Winter Haven
• Oktoberfest - Winter Haven
• Annual Sunshine Foundation Gala - 
Winter Haven
• Rock N’ Brews BBQ Festival - Winter Haven
• Trunk or Treak - Winter Haven
• Central Florida Health EXPO - Auburndale

NOVEMBER
• Auburndale FallFest
• Harvest FestiFALL - Dundee
• Famity Fun Festival at the Rock of Winter Haven
• All Saints Academy Fall Festival - Winter Haven
• 39 Mile Long Yard Sale - Haines City
• Bartow Chalk Walk
• Wonders of the Wildlife Festival
• Tunes by the Lake Colt Creek State Park - 
Lakeland
• Annual Veterans Day Parade - Lakeland
• Small Business Saturday - County Wide
• Margarita Ball - Lakeland

NOVEMBER (CONTD)
• Art Crawl - Lakeland
• Wine, Chocolate & Cheese - Winter Haven
• Gents & Bourbon Event - Winter Haven
• Annual Haven Holiday Market
• Festival of Trees - Winter Haven
• Cardboard Boat Races & Friendsgiving Event - 
Winter Haven
• Tree Lighting Ceremony - Winter Haven

DECEMBER
• The Wonderland of Lights - Auburndale
• Havendale Christmas Parade - Begins in 
Winter Haven & Ends in Auburndale
• Christmas Live Nativity Drive Thru - Auburndale
• Light up Bartow - Bartow
• Goerge Street Christmas Light Tour - Bartow
• Annual Christmas Tree Burning - Bartow
• Festival Flix - Lakeland
• Snofest - Lakeland
• Selfies with Santa - Lakeland
• Holiday Night Market - Lakeland
• Breakfast with Santa - Lakeland
• Annual Lakeland Christmas Parade
• Christmas Caroling in the Park - Winter Haven
• Streamsong Holiday Cup - Winter Haven
• Starlight Nights - Winter Haven
• Grinchmasin the Park - Winter Haven
• Humae Societys SANTA PAWS - Winter Haven
• Kiwanis Club of Winter Haven Open House
• Starlight Stroll - Winter Haven
• Annual Clays for Change - Winter Haven
• Winter Haven Christmas Stroll
• Santas Run Fest -Winter Haven

* Events are subject to change

Local Area Events Residential Services

Animal Control.....................................................................................................863-577-1762
Building...............................................................................................................863-534-6564
Budget & Management.......................................................................................863-534-5985
Clerk & Comptroller.............................................................................................863-534-4000
Code Enforcement...............................................................................................863-534-6054
Commissioners District........................................................................................863-534-6450
 District 2..............................................................................................863-534-6434
 District 3..............................................................................................863-534-6050
 District 4..............................................................................................863-534-6422
 District 5..............................................................................................863-534-6049
Communications.................................................................................................863-534-6083
Cooperative Extension Services...........................................................................863-519-8677
County Attorney..................................................................................................863-534-6730
County Manager..................................................................................................863-534-6444
Court Services......................................................................................................863-534-4125
Emergency Management....................................................................................863-298-7000
Equity & Human Resources..................................................................................863-534-6030
Facilities Management........................................................................................863-534-5511
Fire Rescue..........................................................................................................863-519-7350
Health & Human Services....................................................................................863-534-5202
Information Technology........................................................................................863-534-6473
Land Development..............................................................................................863-534-6473
Planning & Development.....................................................................................863-534-6792
Property Appraiser................................................................................................863-534-4777
Risk Management................................................................................................863-534-5265
Roads & Drainage................................................................................................863-534-2200
Senior Connection................................................................................................813-740-3888
Sheriff..................................................................................................................863-298-6200
Tax Collector........................................................................................................863-534-4700
Tourism & Sports Marketing................................................................................863-551-4717
Transportation.....................................................................................................863-534-6554
Utilities................................................................................................................863-298-4100
Veterans Services................................................................................................863-534-6000
Waste & Recycling...............................................................................................863-284-4319
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Polk County Florida

Located in the central part of Florida is Polk County, with its county seat in Bartow and its largest 
city being Lakeland. Over 12,000 years ago, the Paleoindians were the first inhabitants of what 
is now known as Polk County, settling in Florida towards the end of the last ice age when the sea 
level was significantly lower due to large amounts of water being trapped in continental ice caps. 
Florida became a U.S. territory in 1821 through the Adams-Onis Treaty, followed by the establish-
ment of a reservation for the Seminoles and other Native Americans in central Florida in 1823, 
known as the Treaty of Moultrie Creek, which encompassed the area that would later become 
Polk County. Although Florida achieved statehood in 1845, Polk County was not established until 
after Florida seceded from the Union, formed from the eastern section of Hillsborough County 
and named in tribute to former U.S. President James K. Polk, who was highly esteemed by the 
Southern population. The county’s population stood at 725,046 as of the 2020 census.
Cities
Auburndale - 15,616 
Bartow - 19, 309 ~ County Seat 
Davenport - 9,043
Eagle Lake - 3,008
Fort Meade - 5,100
Frostproof - 2,877 
Haines City - 20,535
Lake Alfred - 6,374
Lakeland - 112,641
Lake Wales - 16,361
Mulberry - 3,952
Polk City - 2,713
Winter Haven - 49,219

Towns
Dundee - 5,235
Hillcrest Heights - 243
Lake Hamilton - 1,537

Census Designated Places
Alturas - 4,084
Babson Park - 1,182
Bradley Junction - 542
Combee Settlement - 5,436
Crooked Lake Park - 1,682
Crystal Lake - 1,385
Cypress Gardens - 10,169 
Four Corners - 56,381
Fuller Heights - 10,467
Grenelefe - 2,495
Highland City - 2,051
Homeland - 305
Inwood - 6,925 
Jan Phyl Village - 5,633
Kathleen - 3,280
Lakeland Highlands - 11,056
Loughman - 1,385
Medulla - 10,871

Poinciana - 69,309
Wanetta - 4,731
Waverly - 1,927
Willow Oak - 4,917

Other Unincorporated Communities
Gibsonia - 4,507
Lakeshore
Mountain Lake
Nalcrest
Pittsburg
Winston - 9,024

Village
Highland Park - 251

*Populations are approximate.
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Polk County Communities

Auburndale
Founded in 1880 by Frank Fuller, seeking respite from the cold winters of the Northeast United States, Au-
burndale was originally known as Sanatoria, after a hotel situated in the area. With the arrival of the railroad 
in the 1880s, settlers from Auburndale, Massachusetts proposed the renaming of the town to Auburndale. 
The inspiration for this name change was derived from the New England town’s namesake, taken from the 
initial verse of Oliver Goldsmith’s poem “The Deserted Village.” According to the 2020 census, Auburndale 
boasted a population of 15,616 people.

Bartow
Dating back to 1851, Bartow was originally established as Fort Blount before being later renamed to honor 
Francis S. Bartow, the first Confederate Army brigade commander to die in combat during the American Civil 
War. The city, located in Polk County, Florida, serves as both a city and the county seat. Settlement in the 
region was facilitated by the Armed Occupation Act of 1842, which aimed to encourage European-American 
settlers in the 1840s. Despite limitations on settlement near the Peace River due to it being considered Semi-
nole land, enforcement of this restriction was lax, leading to eventual settlement in the area. After Florida 
seceded in 1861, Polk County was established from the eastern part of Hillsborough County approximately 
a month later. Finally, on July 1, 1882, Bartow was officially incorporated as a city. As of the 2020 Census, its 
population was recorded at 19,309.

Haines City
In 1885, the area where Haines City stands today was platted shortly after the South Florida Railroad was 
built. Originally named Clay Cut, the city lacked a railroad station at first. The residents managed to persuade 
the railroad company to construct a station by agreeing to change the city’s name to Haines City, in honor of 
Colonel Henry Haines, a former official of the Confederate States Army. On February 23, 1914, the Town of 
Haines City was initially incorporated under Florida’s General Statutes. The first state legislative measure that 
impacted the city was put into effect on May 20, 1919, leading to its re-incorporation under a Mayor-Council 
government structure.. According to the 2010 census, Haines City had a population of 20,535.

Lakeland
In the 1870s, European-American settlers migrated to Lakeland from Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Geor-
gia, and South Carolina. These settlers, including European immigrants, were attracted by the prospects 
in land development, particularly in agriculture, citrus farming, cattle ranching, and phosphate industry. 
Lakeland’s origins date back to the 1870s, gaining momentum as railway connections were established in 
1884. The freedmen’s arrival in 1883 marked the commencement of the development of Moorehead, an 
African-American neighborhood. On January 1, 1885, Lakeland was formally incorporated. Abraham Munn, 
a resident of Louisville, Kentucky, is credited with founding the town after acquiring 80 acres of land in 
downtown Lakeland in 1882 and subsequently planning the town in 1884. The town derived its name from 
the abundance of nearby lakes. According to the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau data, Lakeland had a population 
of 112,641 residents.
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Polk County Communities

Winter Haven
The Winter Haven area was originally inhabited by the Timucua and the Calusa, the earliest known residents. 
War and disease brought by the Spanish conquest of Florida in the early 1500s had a profound impact on 
both groups. Hernando de Soto’s expedition had a particularly devastating effect on the Timucua. By the 
19th century, both groups had disappeared. Spanish explorers during their expeditions asserted the Spanish 
monarchy’s control over the entire Florida peninsula. In the 1840s and 1850s, the United States government 
initiated the first surveys of the region. The initial survey, conducted by Henry Washington, was completed in 
1843. Subsequently, Dr. John Westcott conducted a thorough survey in 1849, including mapping many local 
lakes. The introduction of the railroad sparked significant growth in the area. Harris Corners, named after 
F.A.K. Harris who launched the first store in the region, was established from 1884 to 1885. Later, the name 
Winter Haven was proposed due to the pleasant climate of the area. The city’s current population, as of the 
2020 census, stands at 49,219 inhabitants.

Four Corners
In the state of Florida, there is a region known as Four Corners, which is an unincorporated suburban area and 
census-designated place (CDP). It is situated at the convergence of Lake, Orange, Osceola, and Polk counties. 
The area derives its name from the fact that it is located at the crossroads of the Lake, Orange, Osceola, and 
Polk County boundaries at the heart of the CDP. The population of Four Corners was recorded at 56,381 during 
the 2020 census.

Poinciana
Located in Polk County, Poinciana is a designated settlement and census-designated place (CDP) that first 
took shape in the 1960s. Initially envisioned as a haven for retirees by its original developer, the community 
saw its initial homes constructed in 1973. Despite modest growth that saw the population reach around 
8,000 by 1994, Poinciana has since experienced a significant surge in residents. According to the 2020 census 
data, the CDP’s population stood at 69,309.
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Parks & Recreation
POLK COUNTY 
FLORIDA PARKS, 
RECREATION AREAS, 
PARK PRESERVE & 
RESERVES
Alafia River Preserve
4872 Indian Oak Dr. | Mulberry
Aldine Combee Park
1140 Fish Hatchery Rd. | Lakeland
Babson Park Playground
5th Ave. | Babson Park
Banana Lake Park
5002 Tillery Rd. | Lakeland
Bartow Peace River Landing
2419 E State Rd. 60 | Bartow
Bone Valley ATV Park
10427 CR 630 W | Mulberry
Bonnet Springs Park
400 Bonnet Springs Blvd. | 
Lakeland
Bradley Junction Park
609 Pine St. E | Mulberry
Christine Park
625 CR 540A | Lakewood
Circle B-Bar Reserve & Nature 
Center
4399 Winter Lake Rd. | Lakeland
Coleman Landing @ Shady 
Oaks Recreation Area
1450 Shady Oaks Dr. | Lake Waters
Crooked Lake Prairie
985 Ohlinger Rd. | Babson Park
Crooked Lake Sandhill
801 Hollister Rd. | Babson Park
Crystal Lake Park
2500 N Crystal Lake Dr. | Lakeland
East Central Park
5555 Lake Trask Rd. | Dundee
Eaton Park
2930 Park St. | Eaton Park
Fort Fraiser Trail
CR 540 & US 98 | Lakeland
Fort Meade Park
1205 NE 9th St. | Fort Meade

Fuller Heights Park
2205 4th St. | Mulberry
Gator Creek Park Reserve
9725 US 98 N | Lakeland
Gordon Heights Park
2901 Dudley Rd. | Bartow
Gordonville Park
2671 Richardson Rd. | Bartow
Green Swamp Wilderness 
Preserve - East Tract
Entrance @ intersection of Rock 
Ridge Rd. and Dean Still Rd. | 
Lakeland | 863-648-3200
Heritage Peace River Landing
3301 CR 640/Homeland Harfield 
Rd. | Bartow
Hickory Lake Scrub
1658 Scenic Hwy. | Frostproof
Highland City Park
3930 Ball Park Rd. | Lakeland
Highland City Senior Field
5901 Strickland Ave. | Lakeland
Holloway Park
2402 Holloway Park Dr. | Lakeland 
| 863-899-6569
Homeland Heritage Park
249 Church Ave. | Homeland
Hunt Brothers Park
151 Hunt Brothers Rd. | Lake Wales
Hunt Fountain Park
2020 Duff Rd. | Lakeland
Jan Phyl Village Park
50 Coleman Rd. | Winter Haven
Johnny & Freda Brooks Eloise 
Resource Center
710 Snivley Ave. | Eloise
Kiwanis Park
1000 N. Lake Shore Blvd. | 
Lake Wales | 863-678-4182
Lake Arbuckle Park
2600 Lake Arbuckle Rd. | 
Frostproof
Lake Blue Park
North Lake Blue Dr. | Auburndale

Lake Bonny Park
800 US 98 S | Lakeland
Lake Cannon Park
1508 W Lake Cannon Dr. NW | 
Winter Haven
Lake Crago Outdoor 
Recreation Complex
525 Lake Crago Dr. | Lakeland | 
863-834-2215
Lake Eva Community Park
555 Ledwith Ave. | Haines City
Lake Florence Park
316 S Lake Florence Dr. | 
Winter Haven
Lake Gwyn Park
137 Avenue A E | Winter Haven
Lake Hollingsworth
Lake Hollingsworth D. | Lakeland
Lake Ina Park
110 West Lake Ina Dr. | Winter Park
Lake Marion Creek / Stokes
CR 580 to Lake Marion Rd. | 
Haines City
Lake Myrtle Sports Park
2701 Lake Myrtle Park Rd. | 
Auburndale 
Lake Parker Park
910 E Granada St. | Lakeland
Lake Pierce Ranchettes Park
Parkway Boat Ramp Rd. |
Lake Wales
Lake Reedy Park
1093 Lake Reedy Blvd. N | 
Frostproof
Lake Rosalie Park & 
Campground
2925 Rosalie Lake Rd. | Lake Wales
Lake Summit Park
W Lake Summit Dr. | Winter Haven
Lake Highlands Scrub
6998 Lakeland Highlands Rd. | 
Lakeland
Lena Vista Park
Florida Dr. & Luna Rd. | Auburndale
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POLK COUNTY 
FLORIDA PARKS, 
RECREATION AREAS, 
PARK PRESERVE & 
RESERVES (CONTD)
Lil Halibut Park
1681 Halibut Rd. | Haines City
Loma Linda Park
Alta Vista Ct. | Davenport
Loughman Park
6302 Old Kissimmee Rd. | 
Davenport
Loyce E. Harpe Park
500 W Carter Rd. | Mulberry
Mackay Gardens & Lakeside 
Preserve
945 Mackay Blvd. | Lake Alfred | 
863-291-5270
Marshall Hampton Reserve
3115 Thornhill Rd. | Winter Haven
Mary Norman Campbell 
Resource Center
2226 Karen St. | Lake Wales
Medula Park & Resource 
Center
1049 Lake Parker Rd. | Lakeland
Midway Gardens Park
2487 Smoke Rd. | Auburndale
Mosaic Peace River Park
220 CR 640 | Bartow
Mulberry Park
310 Kid Ellis Park | Mulberry
North Walk In Water Creek
11721 Hwy. 60 | Lake Wales
North East Regional Park
50901 US 27 | Davenport
Panther Point Trail
3115 Thornhill Rd. | Winter Haven
Peace River Hammock
2488 Mt. Pisgah Rd. | Fort Meade
Poinciana Community Park
5109 Allegheny Rd. | Poinciana
Polk City Park
5130 Duey Park | Polk City

Port Hatchineha Park
15050 Hatchineha Rd. | 
Haines City
Rolling Hills Park
120 Duboe St. | Bartow
Saddle Creek Park, 
Campground 7 Gun Range
3716 Morgan Combee Rd. | 
Lakeland
Sherwood Stokes Preserve
8649 Lake Marion Creek Rd. | 
Haines City
Swimmers Young Park
339 American Spirit Rd. | 
Winter Haven
Snively-Brooks Park
123 9th St. | Winter Haven
SUMICA
14020 Hwy. 60 E | Lake Wales
Tiger Creek Preserve
674 Pfundstein Rd. | Babson Park | 
863-635-7506
Wabash Resource Center
1230 Southern Ave. | Lakeland
Wahneta Park
118 Rifle Dang Rd. | Wahnetts
Walker Road Park
1285 Walker Rd. | Lakeland
Washington Park
6000 Washington Ave. |
 Lake Wales
Waverly Park
610 Hodge St. | Lake Wales
Welling Park on Lake Easy
4004 Muncie Rd. | Babson Park
West Lake Wales Park
SR 60 to W Lake Wales Rd. S & 
Holden St. | Lake Wales
Westwood Park
1145 36th St. NW | Winter Haven
Winter Haven Chain of Lakes 
Trailhead Park & Splash Pad
684 4th St., NW | Winter Haven | 
863-291-5600

DOG PARKS ( OFF 
LEASH) & DOG-
FRIENDLY PARKS ( 
LEASH REQUIRED)
Auburndale Dog Park @ Lake 
Myrtle Park
318 Denton Ave. | Auburndale | 
863-965-5545
Bark Park @ Veterinary 
Healthcare Associates
3025 Dundee Rd. | Winter Haven | 
863-324-3340
Bartow Dog Park
2015 Shumate Dr. | Bartow | 
863-533-7125
Cook Park Dog Park
955 Wedgewood Estates Rd. | 
Lakeland | 863-834-2233
DiOgi Park @ Loyce F Harpe 
Park
500 W Carter Rd. | Mulberry | 
863-534-4340
Dog Leg Woods
3326 Cleveland Heights Blvd. | 
Lakeland | 863-834-2233
Dog Park @ Northeast 
Regional Park
50901 US-27 | Davenport | 
863-534-4340
Dog Park @ Simmers-Young 
Park
339 American Spirit Rd. | 
Winter Haven | 863-534-4340
Lake Cargo Dog Park
525 Lake Cargo Dr. | Lakeland | 
863-834-2233
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Parks & Recreation
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BOAT RAMPS
Grassy Lake Boat Ramp
151 Argentina Dr. | Winter Haven
Lake Agnes Boat Ramp
333 Bridges Rd. | Polk City
Lake Annie Boat Ramp
2599 Campbell Rd. | Dundee
Lake Aurora Boat Ramp
Golden Bough Rd. | Lake Wales
Lake Buffum Boat Ramp
Doc Lindsey Rd. | Fort Meade 
Lake Confusion Boat Ramp
Kentucky St. N, N of US 92 | 
Haines City
Lake Daisey Boat Ramp
201 Coleman Dr. E | Winter Haven
Lake Deer Boat Ramp
33rd St NW & Avenue F NW | 
Winter Haven
Lake Deeson Boat Ramp
5305 Wood Circle E | Lakeland 
Lake Garfield Boat Ramp
1071 Lake Garfield Landing | 
Bartow
Lake Gibson Boat Ramp
4901 Lake Gibson Park | Lakeland
Lake Hancock Boat Ramp
220 Farm Rd. | Bartow
Lake Jessie Boat Ramp
Morton Rd & Lake Jessie Dr. | 
Winter Haven
Lake Juliana Boat Ramp
500 James Pl | Auburndale
Lake Livingston Boat Ramp
Lake Livingston Rd. | Frostproof
Lake Mariana Boat Ramp
Off of Old Lake Alfred Rd. on 
Kenwood Grove Ln. | Auburndale
Lake Marion Boat Ramp
Jim Edwards Rd. | Haines City
Lake Parker Boat Ramp
Lakeland

Lake Pierce Boat Ramp
Timberline Rd & Boat Ramp Rd. | 
Lake Wales
Lake Roy Boat Ramp
S Lake Roy Dr. | Winter Haven
Lake Sears Boat Ramp
100 Lake Sears Dr. | Winter Haven
Lake Summit Boat Ramp
West Lake Summit Dr. | 
Winter Haven
Lake Tennessee Boat Ramp
CR 559A & Old Berkely Rd. | 
Polk City
Lake Thomas Boat Ramp
Lake Thomas Dr. & Lakeview Blvd. 
|  Winter Haven
Lake Walkin Water Boat Ramp
Lake Walkin Water Rd. | Frostproof
Little Crooked Lake Boat Ramp
1098 Keep Park Rd. | Frostproof 
Mudd Lake Boat Ramp
Off of SR 33, Polk City FL, 33868
Surveyors Lake Boat Ramp
Marshall Edwards Rd. | Lake Wales

FISHING PIERS
Colt Creek State Park Pier
16000 SR-471 | Lakeland
Crystal Lake Park Pier
2500 N Crystal Lake Dr. | Lakeland
Eagle Lake Park Pier
200 NW Eagle Ave. | Eagle Lake
Fort Meade Patterson 
Park Pier
521 4th St. NW | Fort Meade 
Kiwanis Park Pier
301 Avenue D East | Winter Haven
Lake Ariana Park Pier
Old Lakeland Auburndale Rd. & 
Ramsgate Rd. | Auburndale
Lake Bonny Park Pier
800 US 98 | Lakeland

Lake Echo Pier
S Echo Dr. & S Nekoma Ave. | 
Lake Alfred
Lake Hartridge Pier
20th St. NW | Winter Haven
Lake Hollingsworth Pier
920 Lake Hollingsworth Dr. | 
Lakeland
Lake Howard Pier
E Lake Howard Dr. & Pope Ave. | 
Winter Haven
Lake Kissimmee State 
Park Pier
14248 Camp Mack Rd. | 
Lake Wales
Lake Shipp Park Pier
1649 Lake Shipp Dr. | 
Winter Haven
Lake Wales Ridge State Forest, 
Lake Arbuckle Pier
End of Lake Arbuckle Rd. | 
Frostproof
Lions Park Pier
175 N Nekoma | Lake Alfred
MLK Jr. Memorial Park Pier
3rd St. NW | Winter Haven
Peterson Park Pier
3700 Cleveland Heights | Lakeland
Saddle Creek Park Pier
3716 Morgan Combee Rd. | 
Lakeland
South Lake Howard Nature 
Park Pier
570 Lake Howard Dr. SW | 
Winter Haven
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Area Attractions

Adventhealth Fieldhouse & 
Conference Center
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-268-6733
African American Heritage Museum
585 E Summerlin St. | Bartow | 863-800-6872
Allen David Broussard Catfish Creek 
Preserve State Park
4335 Firetower Rd. | Haines City | 863-696-1112
Arbuckle Tract @ Lake Waled Ridge 
State Forest
Lake Arbuckle Rd. & Rucks Dairy Rd. | Frostproof | 
863-589-0545
Bok Tower Gardens
1151 Tower Blvd. | Lake Wales | 863-676-1408
Captain Fred’s Airboat Nature Tours
4700 Crump Rd. Ste. C | Winter Haven | 
863-696-1637
Chain O’ Lakes Complex
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
863-268-6733
Chinoiserie Antiques
110 W Broadway St. | Fort Meade | 863-285-8050
City of Bartow Civic Center
2250 S Floral Ave. | Bartow | 863-534-0120
Colt Creek State Park
16000 FL 471 | Lakeland | 863-815-6761
Crooked Lake Prairie
985 Ohlinger Rd. | Babson Park | 863-534-7377
Crooked Lake Sandhill
801 Hollister Rd. | Babson Park | 863-534-7377
Cypress Lanes Family Fun Center / Incredi-
Bowl Entertainment
2010 Dundee Rd. | Winter Haven | 863-294-3295
Detroit Tigers
2301 Lakeland Hills Blvd. | Lakeland | 
866-668-4437
DiamondPlex
999 Ave. H NE | Winter Haven

Downtown Farmers Curb Market
200 N Kentucky Ave. | Lakeland | 863-687-8900
Eagle Lake Sports Complex
650 Cooley Rd. | Winter Haven
Eagle Ridge Mall
451 Eagle Ridge Dr. | Lake Wales | 863-676-2300
Family Fun Center
4825 Florida Ave. S | Lakeland | 863-644-1728
Feltrim Sports Village / Balmoral Resort
204 Macaulays Cr. | Haines City
Floridas Childrens Museum
600 Bonnet Springs Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-687-3869
Florida Dance Theater
305 W Main St. | Lakeland | 863-802-0399
Florida Natural Grove Store
20205 US Hwy. 27 N | Lake Wales | 863-676-1411
Florida Wildflower Studios
12 E Wall St. | Frostproof | 863-206-9691
Fort Meade Historical Society & Museum
1 N Tecumseh Ave. | Fort Meade | 863-285-7474
Fort Meade Outdoor Recreation Area
1639 Frostproof Hwy. | Fort Meade | 
863-285-1111
Frank Lloyd Wright Architecture at Florida 
Southern College
840 Johnson Ave. | Lakeland | 863-680-4597
Frostproof Historical Museum
210 S Scenic Hwy. | Frostproof | 863-635-7865
George W. Jenkins Field House @ Florida 
Southern
701 W Lime St. | Lakeland | 863-834-8100
Gram Parsons Derry Down/Main Street 
Winter Haven
297 5th St. NW | Winter Haven | 863-295-9422
Grape Hammock Fish Camp & Airboat Rides
1400 Grape Hammock Rd. | Lake Wales | 
863-692-1500
Hickory Lake Scrub
1658 Scenic Hwy. | Frostproof | 863-534-7377
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Holloway Park Disc Golf
2402 Holloway Park Dr. | Lakeland
Inglenook Antiques & Collectables
3607 N Scenic Hwy. | Lake Wales | 863-678-1641
Kegel Training Center
1951 Longleaf Blvd. | Lake Wales | 800-280-2695
Kelly Recreation Complex
404 Imperial Blvd. | Lakeland | 863-834-3284
KICCO WILDLIFE Management Area
25699 SR 60 | River Ranch | 800-250-4250
Kirkland Farms
2632 Old Medulla Rd. | Lakeland | 863-248-8351
Lakeland Art Guild
Lakeland | 832-205-0345
Lakeland Community Theater
121 S Lake Ave. | Lakeland | 863-603-7529
Lakeland Family YMCA
3620 Cleveland Heights Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-267-9622
Lakeland Flying Tigers
2301 Lakeland Hills Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-413-4140
Lakeland Food Tours
Lakeland | 863-279-0078
Lakeland Ice Arena
3395 W Memorial Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-608-7335
Lakeland Park Center Mall
3715 Hopewell Ave. | Lakeland | 863-853-1702
Lakeland Symphony Orchestra
111 Lake Hollingsworth Dr. | Lakeland | 
863-419-3145
Lakeside Village Mall
1479 Town Center Dr. | Lakeland | 863-616-9825
Lake Myrtle Sports Park
2701 Lake Myrtle Park Rd. | Auburndale | 
863-551-4750
Lake Wales Arts Council
1099 SR 60 E | Lake Wales | 863-676-8426

Lake Wales History Museum
325 S Scenic Hwy. | Lake Wales | 863-676-1759
Lake Wales Littel Theater
421 E Park Rd. | Lake Wales
Larry Parrish Baseball Complex
2401 E Johnson Ave. | Haines City | 863-421-3700
LB Brown House Museum
470 L.B. Brown Ave. | Bartow | 863-330-3122
Legoland Florida Resort
One Legoland Way | Winter Haven | 888-690-5346
Living Water Boat Cruises
Winter Haven | 877-257-1529
Lloyds of Lakeland
301 N Kentucky Ave. | Lakeland | 863-603-2787
Lucky Low Ski School
1116 Old Lake Alfred Rd. | Lake Alfred | 
863-326-0092
Margaret Kampsen Historic Depot
202 E Main St. | Dundee | 863-419-3145
Mister Chris Coffee Gallery & Depot
118 E Wall St. | Frostproof | 863-449-1507
Mulberry Cultural Center
103 E Canal St. | Mulberry | 863-354-3380
Mulberry Phosphate Museum
101 SE 1st St. | Mulberry | 863-425-2823
Orange Bowl Lanes
4318 US Hwy. 98 N | Lakeland | 863-858-3878
Orchid Springs Curiosities & Antiques
605 Overlook Dr. | Winter Haven | 863-206-8782
Peppa Pig Theme Park
One Legoland Way | Winter Haven | 833-451-8004
Picassoz Art Cafe
4632 Cleveland Heights Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-688-6545
Platform Art
102 E Pine St #3 | Lakeland | 863-838-2262
Polk County History Center & 
Genealogical Library
100 E Main St. | Bartow | 863-534-4386



Area Attractions

Polk County Sports Hall of Fame
2701 Lake Myrtle Park Rd. | Auburndale | 
863-551-4750
Polk Museum Of Art
800 E Palmetto St. | Lakeland | 
863-688-7743 x 223
Polk Theater
121 S Florida Ave. | Lakeland | 863-682-7553
Posner Park Shopping Mall
42650 US Hwy. 27 | Davenport | 863-438-3333
Publix Field @ Joker Marchant Stadium
2301 Lakeland Hills Blvd. | Lakeland | 
863-686-8075
Ramon Theater
15 E Wall St. | Frostproof | 863-635-7222
REC Room Lakeland
202 N Massachusetts Ave. | Lakeland | 
863-213-4073
Ridge Art Association
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
863-291-5661
Ridge Audobon Center
200 N Crooked Lake Dr. | Babson Park | 
863-638-1355
Ritz Theater
263 West Central Ave. | Winter Haven | 
863-937-1414
RP Funding Center
701 West Lime St. | Lakeland | 863-834-8100
Rowdy Gaines Aquatic Center Olympic Pool
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
863-268-6766
Safari Wilderness Ranch
10850 Moore Rd. | Lakeland | 813-382-2120
S7ven Wetlands Park
500 W Carter Rd. | Mulberry | 863-834-7386
Shermans Antiques
1103 6th St. NW | Winter Haven | 863-224-0395
Shoppes of Lakeland
4019 US Hwy. 98 N | Lakeland | 800-225-6765

Silver Moon Drive-In Theater
4100 New Tampa Hwy. | Lakeland | 863-682-0849
Simpson Park Community Center
1725 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. | Lakeland | 
863-834-2577
Ski Fluid
1251 Holy Cow Rd. | Polk City | 407-625-4139
Southwest Complex
1444 W Highlands St. | Lakeland
Spook Hill
600 N Wales Dr. | Lake Wales | 863-676-3445
Street Audobon Center
115 Lameraux Rd. | Winter Haven | 863-324-7304
Sun N’ Fun Expo Campus
4075 James C Ray Dr. | Lakeland | 863-644-2431
Theater Winter Haven
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
863-294-7469
Theater Works Florida
8 W Palmetto St. | Davenport | 407-340-0473
Thom Downs Antiques
235 N Florida Ave. | Lakeland | 863-738-5132
Universal Shooting Academy
4330 Hwy. 630 E | Frostproof | 863-635-3425
USA Water Ski & Wake Sports Hall of Fame
101 Adventure Ct. | Davenport | 863-420-2593
Walk-in-The Water Tract @ Lake Wales Ridge 
State Forest
State Hwy. 630E, 6 miles east of Us Hwy. 27 | 
Frostproof | 863-635-8589
Westgate River Ranch & Rodeo
3200 River Ranch Blvd. | River Ranch | 
863-692-1321
Wilfred Smith Resource Center
135 Ave. Y E | Winter Haven
Winter Haven City Tennis Center
209 Ave. F W | Winter Haven | 863-291-5690
Winter Haven Food Tours
Winter Haven | 863-288-0038

18 - Polk County • Resident Guide

Wonder House Historic Tours
1075 E Mann Rd. | Bartow
Woodlake Tennis Courts
3415 New Jersey Rd. | Lakeland | 863-834-2233

World Barefoot Center
3915 Lake Connie Dry E | Winter Haven | 
863-877-0039
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You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses online https://myfwc.com, or call Fishing 888-
347-4356, Hunting 888-486-8356 or visit one of the FWC agents available throughout the area:
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FWC License Centers

AUBURNDALE
Walmart #718
2120 US Hwy. 92 West | Auburndale | 
(863) 967-1164
BARTOW
Connersville Bait & Tackle
3805 State Rd. 60 E | Bartow | (863) 533-1393
Polk TC-Bartow
430 E MAIN St. | Bartow | (863) 581-8046
Wal Mart #580
1050 Van Fleet Dr. | Bartow | (863) 533-5400
DAVENPORT
Dicks Sporting Goods #706
1300 Posner Blvd. | Davenport | 
(863) 424-4444
HAINES CITY
Wal Mart #725
36205 US Hwy. 27 | Haines City | 
(863) 422-7537
LAKELAND
Phillips Bait & Tackle
3780 US Hwy. 92 E | Lakeland | 
(863) 666-2248
Polk TC - Lakeland
 916 N Massachusetts Ave. | Lakeland | 
(863) 581-8011
Wal Mart #779
3501 S Florida Ave. | Lakeland | 
(863) 644-5676
Dicks Sporting Goods #1037
919 919 Lakeland Park Center Dr. Gateway 
Commons | Lakeland | (863) 248-1200
Wal Mart #1245
5800 N Hwy. 98 | Lakeland | (863) 859-3626

LAKE WALES
Rural King - Lake Wales
1970 St. Rd. 60 E | Lake Wales | 
(863) 676-1237
Wal Mart #859
2000 St. Rd. 60 E | Lake Wales | 
(863) 676-9425
MULBERRY
Wal Mart #5035
6745 No. Church Ave. | Mulberry | 
(863) 701-2232
WINTER HAVEN
Wal Mart #968
355 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
(863) 299-5527
Wal Mart #3347
7450 Cypress Gardens Blvd. | Winter Haven | 
(863) 318-0752
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Recreational Freshwater or Saltwater 
Fishing License Prices: 
Resident Annual:  $17.00
Resident Five-Year:  $79.00
Non-Resident Annual:  $47.00
Non-Resident 3-Day:  $17.00
Non-Resident 7-Day:  $30.00
Resident Annual Saltwater Shoreline License: 
No-Cost
Annual Resident Military Gold Sportsman’s 
License:  $20.00
Annual Resident Gold Sportsman’s License:  
$100.00
Five-Year Resident Gold Sportsman’s License:  
$494.00
Annual Resident Silver Sportsman’s 64+:  
$13.50
Five-Year Resident Silver Sportsman’s 64+:  
$61.50
Resident Youth Fishing License:  $17.00
Resident Youth Gold Sportsman’s License 
(available with completion of hunter 
education requirements):  $100.00

Promotional Prices, Freshwater or 
Saltwater:
Annual Gold Sportsman - $50.75, plus 
applicable fees
5-year Gold Sportsman - $247.75, plus 
applicable fees
Lifetime Sportsman:
Age 0-4 - $201.50, plus applicable fees
Age 5-12 - $351.50, plus applicable fees
Ages 13-64 - $501.50, plus applicable fees
License-free Freshwater Days
First consecutive Saturday & Sunday in April
Second consecutive Saturday & Sun. in June
License-Free Saltwater Days
First consecutive Saturday & Sunday in June
First Saturday in September
Saturday following Thanksgiving

For specific zone areas, dates & details check online: 
https://myfwc.com, Telephone: (850) 488-4676, 
or scan the QR code.

Fishing Licensing
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ONE DAY BAG LIMITS FOR FRESHWATER 
GAME FISH:

5 Black Bass (including largemouth,
suwannee, spotted, choctaw & shoal bass, 
individually or in total), only one of which 
may be 16 inches or longer in total length. 
There is no minimum length limit for 
largemouth bass.
* No person shall kill or possess any
Suwannee, shoal, spotted, or Choctaw
bass that is less than 12 inches in total 
length.
* Chipola River and its tributaries: No
person shall kill or possess shoal bass on 
the Chipola River or its tributaries. Any 
shoal bass that are caught must be released 
immediately.

20 Striped Bass, white bass, & sunshine
bass (individually or in total), of which only
6 may be 24 inches or longer in total length.
* In the Suwannee River, areas north & west 
of the Suwannee River, & in any tributary, 
creek or stream of the Suwannee River: the 
bag limit for striped bass is 3, each of which 
must be at least 18 inches in total length (20 
fish combined bag limit).
* In the lower Ochlockonee River 
(downstream of the Jackson Bluff dam to 
Ochlockonee Bay): the bag limit for striped 
bass is 3, only one of which may be 24 
inches or longer in total length. There is no 
minimum length limit (20 fish combined bag 
limit).

50 Panfish including bluegill, redear 
sunfish (shellcracker), flier, longear sunfish, 
mud sunfish, shadow bass, spotted sunfish
(stumpknocker), warmouth & redbreast
sunfish, individually or in total.

25 Crappie (speckled perch).

2 Butterfly Peacock Bass, only one of 
which may be 17 inches or longer in total 
length.

10 Alabama Shad, american shad, hickory 
shad, & blueback herring (individually or in 
total), which may only be taken with hook & 
line gear.

25 American Eels, must be nine inches or
greater in total length. The recreational bag
limit for american eels is 25 per angler per
day. Wholesale/retail purchase exemption.
Recreational anglers purchasing american
eel as bait may possess more than the legal
bag limit provided that the eels were 
purchased from a licensed dealer.

For more information check 
online: https://myfwc.com, 
Telephone: (850) 488-4676, 
or scan the QR code.

Bag & Length Limits
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https://www.insurancedirectinc.com/


26 - Polk County • Resident Guide www.LincolnMarketing.us - 27



• Lifestyle Assessment: Consider your lifestyle and daily routine. Differ-
ent dog breeds have varying exercise needs, energy levels, and tempera-
ment. If you lead an active lifestyle and enjoy outdoor activities, a more 
energetic breed might be a good fit. If you prefer a more laid-back lifestyle, 
a calmer breed might be more suitable.
• Living Space: Assess your living space. If you live in a small apartment or 
have limited outdoor space, a smaller or low-energy breed might be more 
appropriate. Larger and more active breeds might require more space and 
access to a yard for exercise.
• Allergies: Consider any allergies that you or your family members might 
have. Some dog breeds are more hypoallergenic and produce fewer aller-
gens, making them better choices for allergy sufferers.
• Time Commitment: Evaluate the time you can dedicate to train-
ing, grooming, and general care. Some breeds require more training and 
grooming, while others are relatively low-maintenance.
• Family and Children: If you have young children or other pets, look for 
breeds known for their compatibility with kids and other animals. Some 
breeds are more patient and gentle, making them better companions for 
families.
• Temperament and Personality: Research the typical temperament and 
personality traits of different breeds. 
Some breeds are more independent, 
while others are highly affectionate 
and crave attention. Consider what 
type of personality would best comple-
ment your own.

So, You want to adopt a dog…BUT WHAT BREED? If the 
breed is important to you, please consider the following.
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• Health Considerations: Some breeds are more prone to certain health 
issues. Research the common health concerns for the breeds you are inter-
ested in and be prepared for potential medical expenses.
• Rescue or Purebred: Decide if you want to adopt a dog from a shelter 
or rescue organization or if you prefer a specific purebred dog. Both options 
have their merits, and there are wonderful dogs available in both catego-
ries.
• Meet the Breed: If possible, spend time with dogs of the breeds you are 
considering. Attend dog shows or local events where you can interact with 
different breeds and get a sense of their personalities.
• Talk to Experts: Consult with veterinarians, breeders, or experienced 
dog owners to gather insights into specific breeds. They can provide valu-
able information about breed characteristics, care requirements, and po-
tential challenges.
• Consider Adoption: Keep in mind that adopting a mixed-breed dog or 
a dog from a shelter can be incredibly rewarding. Mixed-breed dogs often 
combine the best traits of different breeds and can make excellent com-
panions.
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https://grahamaluminum.com/
https://firstchoicetreeservices.com/
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https://ehsflorida.com/
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